
GENERAL POLICE ORDER 

CLEVELAND DIVISION OF POLICE

EFFECTIVE DATE: 

JULY 17, 2003 
REVISED DATE:  

DECEMBER 31, 2007 
NO.  PAGES: 

1 of 6 
NUMBER: 

2.3.10 
SUBJECT:  

SEARCHES INCIDENT TO ARREST 
ASSOCIATED MANUAL: RELATED ORDERS: 

7.1.04 
CHIEF OF POLICE: 

Michael McGrath, Chief 

Changes in italics 

PURPOSE: To ensure persons arrested or taken into custody by the Cleveland Division 

of Police are properly searched. 

POLICY: Officers shall conduct searches incident to arrest in compliance with the 

constitutions of the United States and the State of Ohio.   

DEFINITIONS:

Search Incident to Arrest: A search of an arrested person, their personal effects, the 

passenger compartment of their motor vehicle or their “lunge” area, incident to, and 

conducted during the same time period as, their arrest. 

Frisk Search: A thorough search or “pat down” of a detainee’s clothes and head 

cavities, while the detainee is still clothed.  

Strip Search: An inspection of the genitalia, buttocks, breasts, or undergarments of a 

detainee that is preceded by the removal or rearrangement of some or all of the 

detainee’s clothing that directly covers the detainees genitalia, buttocks, breasts, or 

undergarments and that is conducted visually, manually, by means of an instrument, 

apparatus, or object, or in any other manner while the detainee is detained or confined.   

Body Cavity Search: An inspection of the anal or vaginal cavity of a detainee that is 

conducted visually, manually, by means of any instrument, apparatus, or object, or in any 

manner while the detainee is confined.   

Lunge Area: The area within which a person can logically reach for a weapon, means of 

escape, evidence or contraband. 
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I. General Requirements 

 

A. Searches incident to arrest shall only be conducted after an officer has 

developed probable cause to arrest an individual for any offense that allows 

an officer to take a person into full custody by state law or municipal 

ordinance. 

 

B. Officers shall conduct a thorough search incident to arrest to assure that the 

person is not armed, does not have implements of escape on their person or 

that they do not possess any evidence of a crime or contraband.   

 

C. Searches shall be conducted contemporaneously (in the same time period) as 

the arrest itself. 

 

1. The search should be conducted as soon as possible following the 

arrest. 

 

2. The search can be conducted as soon as the officer develops probable 

cause to arrest and may precede the actual arrest in certain 

circumstances. 

 

3. Searching a person may be delayed for logistical reasons, including the 

safety of the person or officer, for privacy reasons, if the person’s 

clothing has evidentiary value (i.e. sexual assault evidence) or a strip 

or body cavity search is necessary. 

 

4. Vehicle searches, incident to arrest, shall be conducted immediately 

after the person has been placed in police custody and only while the 

arrested person is on scene. 

 

5. Searches of lunge areas within the home shall be conducted only while 

the suspect is on scene, however, if a weapon is discovered, the suspect 

may be removed from the area before retrieving the weapon and 

continuing the search. 

 

II. Scope of the Search 

 

A. Search of the Person 
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1. This search includes, but is not limited to, the search of all garments 

(not including those areas described in the definitions of strip 

search and body cavity search). This includes pockets; contents of 

the pockets including, but is not limited to, wallets and other 

containers; the search of any purse, fanny pack or any other such 

article designed to store items; the removal and search of footwear; or 

the search of any other item found on a person. 

 

B. Search of a Motor Vehicle 

 

1. When a custodial arrest of any occupant of a motor vehicle is made, for 

any charge, officers may search the passenger compartment of the 

motor vehicle incident to arrest. 

 

2. All containers, open or closed, may be searched. 

 

C. Search of Areas Within a Home 

 

1. Once a custodial arrest is made within a home, officers may search the 

lunge area of the person arrested.  Officers must make a common sense 

conclusion as to what constitutes the “lunge area.” 

 

2. The search is limited to the room the person is arrested in. 

 

3. The search area does not expand with the movement of the prisoner 

unless the prisoner’s movement in the home is voluntary.  If the 

prisoner requests that a coat be removed from the closet, for example, 

the area of the search can expand to the location of the coat, as long as 

the prisoner is in the general area. 

 

4. Protective Sweeps 

 

aa..  For officer safety, without probable cause or reasonable 

suspicion but incident to arrest, an officer may look in spaces 

immediately adjacent to the place where the suspect was 

arrested (closets and other areas where an attack against the 

officer could originate). 
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b. Additionally, officers may conduct a limited protective sweep of 

the entire house subsequent to an in-house arrest if there is an 

articulable reasonable suspicion that the area to be swept 

harbors an individual posing a danger to those on the arrest 

scene. 
  

c. Such a protective sweep is not a full search of the premises, 

but may extend only to a cursory inspection of those spaces 

where a person may be found. The sweep shall last no longer 

than is necessary to dispel the reasonable suspicion of danger 

and in any event no longer than it takes to complete the arrest 

and depart the premises.  

 

D. Strip Searches and Body Cavity Searches 

 

1. Strip searches and body cavity searches may be conducted by the 

Division of Police anytime while the prisoner to be so searched is in 

the custody of the Division of Police or during the booking process 

when custody of the prisoner is being transferred to the Division of 

Correction or that of another law enforcement agency.   All strip 

searches and body cavity searches must be pre-approved by a Division 

of Police supervisor. 

 

2. Strip searches and body cavity searches shall be made by a person of 

the same sex as the prisoner and in a manner that permits only the 

person(s) conducting it to observe the search.  A body cavity search 

shall be conducted under sanitary conditions and only by a physician, 

or registered nurse, or licensed practical nurse, who is registered or 

licensed to practice in the State of Ohio.  In the absence of qualifies 

medical personnel, prisoners shall be transported to the nearest 

hospital emergency room for completion of a body cavity search.  

 

3. In misdemeanor or traffic cases, a strip search or body cavity search 

may be conducted if there is probable cause to believe that the person 

is concealing evidence of the commission of a criminal offense, 

including fruits or tools of a crime, contraband, or a deadly weapon 

that could not otherwise be discovered. 
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4. In felony cases, a strip search or body cavity search must be based 

upon reasonable belief supported by articulable facts (within the 

context of the nature of the offense, circumstances of the arrest, and if 

known, prior criminal/conviction record of the person) that the 

prisoner may possess weapons or contraband on their body.    

 

5. A body cavity search shall be conducted only after a search warrant 

has been issued that authorizes the search, unless there is legitimate 

medical reason or medical emergency justifying a warrantless search.   

 

6. All strip searches and body cavity searches shall require the 

completion of a Prisoner Search Report form. 

 

E. Reporting Procedures 

 

1. A Cleveland Division of Police Search report shall be made upon 

completion of any strip or body cavity search.  When medical 

personnel conduct a body cavity search, the officer who conducted or 

caused the search to be conducted shall complete the report. 

 

2. The narrative section shall contain the facts upon which the officer 

based probable cause (for misdemeanants) or articulable reasonable 

suspicion (for felons) including factors such as the nature of the 

offense, the circumstances of the arrest and if known, any prior 

criminal/conviction record of the offender.     

 

3. If a body cavity search is conducted without a warrant, the officer 

shall list the emergency exigent reasons that make obtaining a warrant 

impractical. 

 

4. Documentation  

 

a. The original Prisoner Search Report shall be maintained in unit 

files and a copy shall be attached to the booking papers that 

accompany the prisoner.  

 

b. A third copy shall be given to the prisoner.   
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c. The narrative section of the Record Management System (RMS) 

arrest report shall contain all details of the strip or body cavity 

search.  

 

 

III. Supervisory Responsibilities 

 

A. Supervisory officers shall review all information pertaining to any request by 

a police officer to conduct a strip or body cavity search. 

 

B. After the responsible supervisor determines that a strip or body cavity search 

is warranted, the supervisor shall give “prior written authorization” to 

conduct the search by signing his/her name along with the date and time in 

the space provided near the top of the Prisoner Search Report. (Noted 

exception – Unless a medical emergency makes doing so impracticable.)  

 

C. The endorsing supervisor shall sign his/her name in the space provided near 

the bottom of the Prisoner Search Report and include the date and time that 

the strip or body cavity search was completed. This endorsement shall serve 

as a confirmation that the strip or body cavity search was performed in the 

manner prescribed by law. 
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